
Statistics

“We estimate that family fragmentation costs U.S. taxpayers at least $112 billion 
each and every year, or more than $1 trillion each decade…”

These costs arise from increased taxpayer expenditures for antipoverty, criminal 
justice, and education programs, and through lower levels of taxes paid by 
individuals who, as adults, earn less because of reduced opportunities as a result 
of having been more likely to grow up in poverty.
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The $112 billion figure represents a ‘lower-bound’ or minimum estimate. Given the 
cautious assumptions used throughout this analysis, we can be confident that 
current high rates of family fragmentation cost taxpayers at least $112 billion per 
year.

The estimate of $112 billion per year is the total figure incurred at the federal, 
state, and local levels. Of these taxpayer costs, $70.1 billion are at the federal 
level, $33.3 billion are at the state level, and $8.5 billion are at the local level. 
Taxpayers in California incur the highest state and local costs at $4.8 billion, while 
taxpayers in Wyoming have the lowest state and local costs at $61 million.”
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